
 

 

 

 

Presenter visits Hopatcong Middle School 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, March 24, 2017  

Cynthia Randina, Hopatcong Superintendent of Schools, Announces 

On Tuesday, March 21, Mrs. Dawn Roberts visited two 6th grade classes at Hopatcong Middle School to speak 
about her involvement in American Gold Star Mothers, Inc., an organization of mothers who have lost a son or 
daughter in the service of our country. Mrs. Roberts’s son Michael died in the line of duty in Afghanistan in 
2010. Students in Mrs. Canizaro’s ELA classes are reading a novel set during WWII in which a young soldier 
dies in action and his mother is given a gold star to hang in her window. Mrs. Roberts explained to the students 
that the gold star organization was formed to honor the fallen through service to veterans.  

Mrs. Roberts imparted a powerful message to the students. She explained that oppressive governments 
generally attack schools and teachers first because “knowledge is power.” She went on to explain to the students 
that the members of the military are fighting to ensure that American children retain their right to an education 
and a prosperous life. “In school right now, you are putting the building blocks in place to become productive 
and successful adults. It is important to honor those individuals who make it possible for you to do that,” she 
said.  

Students were fascinated by the opportunity to hold and read the dog tags Mrs. Roberts wears every day. She 
also shared pictures of Michael while on active duty, which impressed the students even further. Inspired by 
Mrs. Roberts’ story of how strongly Michael felt about serving his country, many students expressed the desire 
to “give back” in some way, whether through the military, teaching, or in health care professions. 

When asked if the gold star she received is still hanging in her window, Mrs. Roberts replied, “Yes, and it will 
hang in the window in honor of Michael forever.”  
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